Lesson Ideas and Resources
for Developing Thinkers
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Lesson ldeas
Logie to the Rescue

Mowe quickly to other parts of this page by clicking on the link you want to ses
the problasm inatructions 1o the group the solution fotlow-up sotivities
If a pareon save, "I am Iying at this moment®, 18 he Iving or telling the truth?

Poss that question to your students. Allow them to discuss an answer, After thay reach a consensus, or give up in frustration, sxplain
that it &5 impossible to know. If the speaker is telling the truth, he is lying because h is not lying: and if he is lying, he i5 telling the
truth becauss he 15 lying, Since it k= not possible o smultanscusly e and tel] the truth, the statement i= a true paradox (something
that i5 self-contradictory and cannoct be). When logically analyzing a problem, one tries to identify and eliminate such

imposnibilities. To paraphrase Arthur Conan Doyle's Sheclock Holmes, “After you eliminate the impossble, whatewsr remains, no
matter how improbable, must be true * From this activity, students will learn how to eliminate the impossible

To fllustrate, here 12 nmmmplupmﬂmﬂntjnu::bﬂmummrk m:nugh Indnptad it from nn&presa:nuad hj mnﬂmmmm
in his book, Fhg fis il [fie fifch il QA hier i
(Frentioa-Hall, 1878) SmmljmpmumW mleE Illqu'mtadm pﬁga'?ﬂnfﬂmhnrdbnundaﬂ:tm
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